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October at a Glance 
 

 Math: multiplication & 
division; patterning. 

 Reading:  independent 
reading (on-going); 
begin class read aloud 
of "Dive" by Gordon 
Korman (late 
October)  

 Writing:  word study; 
persuasive writing & 
letter writing. 

 Social Studies:  
Canada’s government 
and political & 
physical regions. 

 PHE:  soccer 
continued & group 
games 

 

 Well, I guess it’s been more like half a month to me, having only 

just arrived at Essex PS on the 15
th

!  We had a strong first couple of 

weeks and I’m very happy in my new home.  The staff and students have 

made me feel very welcome.  I’m very excited to be a part of the Essex 

family and I look forward to a long and joyful year of learning with your 

child. 

  Thank you to those of you checking agendas each night and 

taking time to look at what is on the blog.  By the way, you're welcome 

to leave comments or ask questions on the blog too, so don't be shy!  

Thank you also to the students who’ve taken the time to be active on 

the blog with the Question of the Day. (Priya, Isaac, Emily and Kylie are 

my top contributors so far.) 

 On Thursday, I told the students about possible pen pals out in 

Winnipeg.  Many were very excited at the idea, even though the 

students are in a 3/4 class.  So, we’ll spend the next week filling out 

interest surveys and drafting letter ideas for Mr. Wray’s class at 

Sherwood School in downtown Winnipeg.  We’ll exchange letters, 

crafts, postcards and anything else we can think of.  Learning about the 

way of life in another part of the country will be exciting! 

 In social studies, we are learning about Canadian politics to 

start.  This satisfies the grade five curriculum for government, and the 

grade four curriculum for Canada’s political regions.  In the latter half 

of the unit, students will do independent research on specific topics so 

that as much of what they need to learn in their respective grade is 

adequately covered.  In the meantime, we’ll focus on municipal 

government and the up-coming election.  Expect your child to ask you 

about your thoughts on the election as it approaches.  

 As always, don't hesitate to contact me about your child's 

performance.  If you're not receiving your Class Dojo reports each 

Friday, it's possible that you haven't accepted the invitation you were 

sent, or you’re yet to create your parent account.  Once you've done 

either, weekly reports will arrive in your inbox late Friday evenings.  If 

you need a re-invitation, simply contact me. 

 

Enjoy the Fall weather! 

 

Mr. L. Mepham 



        

Students of the Week: 

 Priya (Week 3) 

 Nathan (Week 4) 

Learning Champions 

 Veronica (Math) 



 

Birthdays In 4/5M! 
September:  

 Ella (2nd) 

 Jake (11th) 

 Alex (12th) 

 Blake (14th) 
October: 

 Jason (8th) 

 Kye (20th) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

 

Literacy Corner 
 

       I’d like to spend the next two newsletters sharing my literacy program with 
you.  This has been a personal focus area for me professionally for the last several 
years and each school year it evolves. 
       This month, the focus is reading.  Reading at the junior (gr. 4-6) level is 
more than just fluency.  In fact, parents will often question the reading mark on 
the report card because they know their child can read.  At this stage, we are 
teaching the students to go beyond the text, to make meaning from what they’ve 
read; to make connections, predictions and inferences.  This is what good readers 
do.   
       Several years ago, I implemented an independent reading program based on 
a book called "The Book Whisperer" by Donalyn Miller.  It is my goal to have each 
student read 30 books (or more) by the end of the school year.  In order to reach 
this goal, the cornerstone of our reading program will be through independent 
reading where students can choose books on their terms.  What better way to fall 
in love with reading than to have full choice in what one reads?  Although 
students will have to select a certain number of books from different genres - 
thereby exposing them to new and different forms of text - they will still be able 
to choose titles within these genres from the classroom and school libraries, home 
collections, and monthly Scholastic catalogues. 
      Your child will track his/her reading in a Reader's Notebook and complete 
various tasks about the books being read.  In addition, there will be opportunities 
for small group instruction and individual conferencing.  Occasionally I will continue 
to do group or whole-class read alouds but the independent reading will be the 
main means to reach our goal of 30 books each.  Even if the 30 book goal isn't 
met, it is likely that your child will read more this year than ever before; and if 
that's the case, then the goal has already been met (in a way)! 
       I continue to top up my classroom library so there are plenty of titles to 
choose.  Students are also welcome to bring their own reading materials from 
home.  Moreover, the monthly Scholastic catalogue is a great source for new and 
exciting reading material. October’s catalogue is out too.  Titles in the Scholastic 
catalogue tend to have lower prices than those found in nearby stores.  Feel free 
to take advantage of the offers they have. 
       So what can you do to help your child’s reading habits?  Make your home 
a text-rich environment.  Encourage reading of all sorts; newspapers, novels, 
websites, magazines, even instruction books and manuals.  We all learn from print, 
regardless of the form and purpose.  Talk to your child about what they’ve read; 
seek opinions, formulate ideas, ask questions.  This will reinforce what is going on 
in the classroom and make your child a strong reader.   
 
 

Home Connection 
 

        Did you know the 4/5M Blog is for 
you as much as it is for the students?  Each 
Friday I post a Weekly Digest to inform 
you of the goings-on in our room.  Please 
check in to see what's new on a weekly 
basis.    
     Many parents often ask me, “What 
could I be doing at home to help my 
child?”  Here are some suggestions (more 
are provided on the Homework tab of the 
blog too): 

1. Math Basics:  adding and subtraction 
with regrouping and borrowing; 
multiplication and division facts to 81 
for the grade fours, and 144 for the 
grade fives.  Check some of the links on 
the blog for web-based activities to try 
at home. 

2. Read, read, read!  Share in your child’s 
reading by asking what he/she is 
reading about.  Get a sense of their 
understanding of the material. 

3. Find a place for homework:  avoid 
procrastination and settle in 
somewhere with few distractions and 
encourage him/her to get it done 
immediately after school. 

These few supports will help your child 
reach those goals.  

No school on Monday October 13th 
 


